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North Carolina Land & Water Study Commission
Will Abberger, Associate Director 

Conservation Finance
November 16, 2006
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• Election Results

• Leveraging Funding
- Private
- Federal
- Local Government

Election Results

Land and Water Study CommissionLand and Water Study CommissionLand and Water Study Commission
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Election Day: November 7th, 2006Election Day: November 7Election Day: November 7thth, 2006, 2006

• Voters approve 101 of 130 conservation ballot 
measures: 78% passage rate

• Over $6.4 billion in new conservation dollars were 
generated

• Most conservation dollars ever raised at a November 
election

www.landvote.org
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2006 Highlights2006 Highlights2006 Highlights

• Proposition 84 in California: Over $2.3 billion 
approved for land conservation

• Cobb County, GA: $40 million bond approved with 
72% support

• Ravalli and Missoula Counties: Each pass $10 million 
open space bonds

• Salt Lake County, UT: $48 million bond passes with 
71% support.

• In Texas, 6 of 6 measures approved with at least 
61% support
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Conservation Measures in 2006Conservation Measures in 2006Conservation Measures in 2006

• Voters approved 131 of 180 measures in 28 different 
states: 73% passage rate

• Over $6.7 billion in new conservation dollars were 
generated

• Most conservation dollars ever raised in one year
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Ballot Measures in North Carolina – 2006Ballot Measures in North Carolina Ballot Measures in North Carolina –– 20062006
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Land and Water Study CommissionLand and Water Study CommissionLand and Water Study Commission

• Election Results
• Leveraging Funding

- Private
- Federal
- Local Government

Leveraging Funding
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Sources of Funding: Triangle Land Conservancy*Sources of Funding: Triangle Land Conservancy*Sources of Funding: Triangle Land Conservancy*
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Leveraging Private FundingLeveraging Private FundingLeveraging Private Funding

* Source: Kate Dixon, Land for Tomorrow
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Leveraging Federal FundingLeveraging Federal FundingLeveraging Federal Funding

• Farmland and Ranchland Protection Program
• Forest Legacy
• State Revolving Funds (SRS)

$10 million
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Leveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government Funding
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Leveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government Funding
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Number of Local Ballot Measures (1998-2006)Number of Local Ballot Measures (1998Number of Local Ballot Measures (1998--2006)2006)

New Jersey – 424
Massachusetts – 245
New York – 85
Pennsylvania – 125
Texas –79
Colorado – 147
Florida – 88
North Carolina – 49
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• Uniform state enabling authority to adopt 
property tax via ballot measure

• Create a substantial, reliable source of 
matching state funding for local 
governments that adopt

• Establish a matching grant program that 
provides matching funds to local 
governments that adopt

Leveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government Funding
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• Cities and towns that adopt local 
property tax under CPA are eligible 
for state matching funds

• State funding from a $20/document 
recording fee

• Local CPA matching grants are 
automatically awarded to cities and 
towns that have adopted the local 
surcharge

Community Preservation Act (CPA),MA     
“ automatic”  matching funds

Community Preservation Act (CPA),MA     Community Preservation Act (CPA),MA     
“ automatic”  matching funds“ automatic”  matching funds



9

H R A

17

© Copyright 2004 The Trust for Public Land

H R A

18

© Copyright 2004 The Trust for Public Land

• 118 communities have adopted CPA
• In October 2006, $58.6 million was distributed to 

102 eligible CPA communities
• Over $122 million has been distributed in state 

matching funds to CPA-adopting communities 
over the past four years

Community Preservation Act (CPA),MA  
“ automatic”  matching funds

Community Preservation Act (CPA),MA  Community Preservation Act (CPA),MA  
“ automatic”  matching funds“ automatic”  matching funds
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Florida Communities Trust (FCT)
“ competitive”  grant funding 

Florida Communities Trust (FCT)Florida Communities Trust (FCT)
“ competitive”  grant funding “ competitive”  grant funding 

• FCT receives 22% of $66 million 
from Florida Forever annually

• Local governments apply for FCT 
matching grants annually

• Projects are scored based a 
criteria, including amount of 
matching funds provided

• 40% match – 10 points
50% match – 20 points
55% match – 25 points
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Florida Communities Trust (FCT)
“ competitive”  grant funding 

Florida Communities Trust (FCT)Florida Communities Trust (FCT)
“ competitive”  grant funding “ competitive”  grant funding 

• Over 15 years, provide $575 million, attracting 
over $425 million in local matching funds

• Last application cycle, 115 local governments and 
nonprofits applications for $114 million

• Awarded 24 grants for $78 million, leveraging an 
additional $58 million in local matching funds
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• Uniform state enabling authority to adopt 
property tax via ballot measure

• Create a substantial, reliable source of 
matching state funding for local 
governments that adopt

• Establish a matching grant program that 
provides matching funds to local 
governments that adopt

Leveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government FundingLeveraging Local Government Funding
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