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November 28, 2006

Report to

Land and Water Conservation 
Commission

The Ecosystem Enhancement Program

• An outgrowth of the Wetlands Restoration Program 
established by the NCGA in 1996

• EEP established in 2003 to meet critical problems 
with transportation project delays (40%)

• Innovative state-federal partnership with many 
national awards

• Is meeting compensatory mitigation needs for the 
state
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And for the past 42 months.  .  .

Has supplied mitigation to permitees 
with no project delays.

Helped NCDOT toward awards totaling 
$2 billion in transportation 

construction

Catalog Unit Framework
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The Context of Compensatory 
Mitigation

AVOID MINIMIZE COMPENSATE

Related to the effect of development projects 
on aquatic resources

The funding stream (receipts)

NCDOT
• MOA Program (state/federal)

Developers, Local Governments, Citizens 
(voluntary) 

• MOU in-lieu program
• Buffer program
• Nutrient offset program
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SFY 05-06 Receipts

$2,706,419.18Nutrient Offset

$3,508,262.91Buffer 

$10,062,353.28In-lieu Fee

$38,014,572.44DOT- Tri-party 
MOA

FY 05-06 
Receipts

FundSeparate 
fund 
managed for 
each major 
program 
component

SFY 05-06 Expenditures

$3,111,775.74Nutrient Offset

$4,323,316.95Buffer 

$29,897,585.22In-lieu Fee

$39,664,408.78DOT- Tri-party 
MOA

FY 05-06 ReceiptsFund
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Projects selected based on:

• Mitigation need in the watershed (type and 
quantity)

• Technical merit
• Cost

Project Locations
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Holdings (approximately)

13,800 acres
35,700 acres
49,500 acres

Restoration lands
HQP lands
Total Acreage

500 milesStreams

High Quality Preservation

• Criteria
� Connectivity
� Heritage sites
� ESA
� Parks and gamelands

• Multi-agency participation
• Compliments No-net-loss
• 14 sites to Parks and Gamelands
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Little Table Rock Mountain, Blue 
Ridge Parkway
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Shaken Creek 
Savanna

Coastal Plain
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Haw River State 
Natural Area

Stream Restoration
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Payne Dairy
NC Foothills

Payne Dairy



10

Payne Dairy

Payne Dairy
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Carbonton Dam 
Removal

Carbonton Dam
Removal
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Long-term disposition of properties

• 5-year monitoring period

• DENR stewardship program

www.
nceep.net


