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Staci Williams 
Waccamaw River Blue Trail Organizer 

 Saturday’s kick-off paddle for the Waccamaw River Blue Trail was a big success!  The 
morning began with a brief press event with guest speakers Bridgette Johnson, of the 
Conway Area Chamber of Commerce, and Larry White, a Conway City Councilmen.  
Ms. Johnson spoke of the economic benefits of a healthy Waccamaw River as well as the 
potential economic benefits of the blue trail.  Councilman White talked about the 
important role the river plays in the community by providing drinking water 
and recreational and fishing opportunities to the residents of Conway.  Several 
participants chose to listen from the water; eager to begin the morning’s paddle.   

 

The group of more than fifty, ranging in age from three to ninety-three, paddled a four 
mile section of the Waccamaw River.  One paddler thought this was the most kayaks that 
had ever been on this stretch of the river at one time! 

Highlights along the trip included an alligator sighting and paddling past areas where the 
Waccamaw tribe once lived.  I particularly enjoyed paddling by the bustling farmer’s 
market one minute and being completely surrounded by cypress swamps the next.   

The local media did a fantastic job of covering the event.  The event was covered by a 
couple of local news station as well as the Horry Independent and Carolina Live. 

http://www.americanrivers.org/newsroom/blog/?related_issue_topic=protecting-rivers
http://www.americanrivers.org/newsroom/blog/?related_issue_topic=blue-trails
http://www.americanrivers.org/about-us/staff/staci-williams.html
http://www.conwayscchamber.com/
http://www.horryindependent.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=103&twindow=Default&mad=No&sdetail=9381&wpage=1&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=1013&hn=horryindependent&he=.comhttp://www.google.com/
http://www.carolinalive.com/news/news_story.aspx?id=315410#Comments


 

Special thanks to John Sands and the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation for 
their support of the blue trail and event, and Steve Luff with Express Watersports and the 
Conway Kayak Company for providing kayaks!   

I can’t wait for our next big event on the Waccamaw! 

 

http://www.expresswatersports.com/
http://www.conwaykayak.com/
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